[The dynamics of the peptide hydra morphogen in meningitis].
The content of peptide hydra morphogen (PHM) was measured for the first time in blood plasma and CSF by RIA in patients with purulent meningitides. 36 patients were examined. Blood and CSF were withdrawn in the acute period and during early convalescence. In the reference group (patients with acute respiratory diseases of virus etiology, quinsy, pneumonias), the PHM concentration in the blood was 128 +/- 62 fm/ml, that in CSF 66 +/- 14 fm/ml. In purulent meningitis of medium gravity, the content of PHM in blood plasma and CSF did not significantly differ from the control. Grave purulent meningitis was marked by a high content of PHM in blood plasma and CSF, in particular, in the acute period and during early convalescence. It was 1250.30 +/- 191 and 544.03 +/- 159 fm/ml in blood plasma and 1504.38 +/- 475 and 1811.39 +/- 375 fm/ml in CSF, respectively. In grave complicated purulent meningitis, which was mainly observed in persons over 50 years, the content of PHM in blood plasma exceeded but insignificantly the content in the control during the acute period (327.49 +/- 76 fm/ml), followed by further increase (1131.41 +/- 209 fm/ml) by days 8-12 of the disease; within the same time, the content of PHM in CSF did not significantly differ from the control (319.52 +/- 152 and 625.69 +/- 275 fm/ml, respectively). In view of the fact that hypothalamic PHM is of crucial importance in the processes of nervous tissue regeneration, the content of the latter one in CSF in patients with grave purulent meningitis may serve as a criterion for disease course tendencies.